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HOME & DECORATING

OPPOSITE Ho

Amy Maynard and her
Children, Lotte and
Theo, in their garden
THIS PAGE The

beick walls are
remnants of the original
workshop, which is
now the kitchen




next

THIS PAGE The Royal
Miktary canal runs
telow Appledore
wilage, diwding =
from the marshes
and reclaimed land,
pickel fencing
encloses a secluded
aaling area
OPPOSITE Steel
framed doors, by
The Green Window
Company, dressed
n curtan fabne by
Ada & Ina in Ronjs

ook Amy envisaged

HOMES & DECORATING

r N besunsets here are unlike anything
I've everseen,” savs Amy Maynard of

e i Kemt

her hushand
children. As the historic

the edge of Romney Marsh - a

large area of coastal wetland, dotted with sheep

and anceent churches - there as plenty of ope

space lor the sinking sun 1c
display. "Maving back here,” she continues, “has

given me a renewed sense of awe about the area

Ay grew up in nearby Winchelsea - a hillop
town in East Sussex that averlooks the south
caast. All threugh hervears working in Landar

1 a jourmalist, she abways knew that she would

retum to her rur: s T think the countryside

is inmy blood " she savs. “I'd come down ta visit my

parents and the manute 1 got into the car to drive

back, Icould feel my shoulders g

ellow jourmalist, and
having children (Lottie, seven, and Thea, five),
Ter destre to mave became even more urgent

n 2005, after four ye

arsof casually

browsang properties online, the couple began

searching incamest To Ainance thear hifestyle

change, theywere looking for a family hame with

thilding th

atwvertandiunasa

o properties in the

wi - an

with four bedrooms and an Arts & Crafts
frontage - seemed to have exactly what they

wanted. Butwhat reallvclinched

was the carpenter’s work

and anarchard leading t

The family settled inta their new hame in

ar. The house itself needed
kol paintton
rwas adifferemt h:'lt
udimentary” Ay swys. There was
nd a massive crack in
the back wall” She and Charlie enlisted the

svwdust everywhe

help of an architect, who began drawing up

plans for a pew-banld tot s place

Unfortunately, &

everything canx 1alt when the architect

who was the sc afamily friend - stopped

er becoming il

AMERICAN DREAM
Eventually, Amy was recommended the
architect Rob Pollard (now of RX Architects

nrack. Planning

and their plans were &

PEIMISSION Was grant w asingle-storey

bolthele, and work b«

Was(

termined tay rmanage, alangside

He really shared my

her builder. Ryan B

visian and was sensitive ta the whole process

bearideas about

tha

ewmanths inte the scheme

i in August 2007 Amy
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New England vermacular architecture and the
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interior similar toa New York loft

Completed in February 2008 it was a radical
rebuild. The orginal workshop was almoest
completely taken down, save for two brick walls,
around which everything else took shape. These
now form the textural backdrop for the open-

plan living space, and the pared-back industrial
fioed ks carried through o the steel framed

doors, which open out anto the decked tervace > g ot

“They were the most expensive thing,” Amy o "
- ' - , B9 T v

says, smdling, “Twanted it all 1o feel rustic but > W

huxurious” A smaller, black-framed window ‘ ’ P g ﬂ_;
has been installed between the main bedroom -

and the living area - a dever means of opening S . oY
up the layout and flooding it with light.

CHARACTERFUL CURIOS

By spending money on key pieces, such as the
windows, engineered oak parquet flooring and
slock shower fittings, Amy achicved the high
end look she wanted. She reduced costs by
sourcing pieces from antiques markets, charity
shops and chay. The roll-top bath was a Bavourite
find: “We discovered it on a local forum - a guy
had it rusting in his garden,” Amy says. Now»

-

OPPOSITE Ay made
the moat of space
with bespoke shelving,
which she has flled
with favourite books
THE PAGE Embrosdared
cushions brighten e ————
the room, while on the
brick wall, & series of
Hustrations surround
an antigue-style map

h B, conmtryliving
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e-enamelled by Faversham-based The Bath 1

wnd painted on the outside in Little Greene’s Light

Peachblassom. itis the centrepiece ol the main bedroom

pinks, pale greens and ticking fabr
combine o create a romantic and timeless feel

In the kitchen area, above cupboards painted in Farrow
& Ball's Raili

nd topped with pale quartz, colourfu

ceramics, glass and enamelware line the open shelving
Mismatched embrowdered cushions dress the sofa and
arocking chair sits beside the woodbumer. T wanted it
to feel like a home from home,” Amy says. Other quirky

touches include the custoanybutht bunk beds m the coe

1ships and tran

Inspared by sleeper cala

childrena playiul sl one to make their own
The Outbuikdi

eceived lotsaf ¢

oouess in 2008 and its

L e gelinspiration

from it which is particularly nice,” Anw says, She works

from home [a= a freelance journalist and PR), so hosting

guests fits casily around her routine. Outside work

the family have immersed themselves in the local

community and countrysxd he children can bx

nate free range.” Amy enthuses. “We love Camber Sands

and spend a lot of time in Rye - there's so much for kids
around here” Astor Amy, she has reconnected

with the landscape of her childhood in an entirely new

way. “Tused 1o take it for granted,” she says, "but te

countryside is re |\|\[t| fung, and living here has

given me the chance to fully appreciate is

THE OUTBUILDING sleeps up to four pecple and Is avalable to

rent theough thecwtbulldingappledore.com

feed, with
halstered in fabric by
Vanessa Arbuthnott




